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What is claimed is: 

1 . A computer-implemented method for filling an aggregate print job layout having 
a plurality of printing positions, the layout intended to be printed in a print run quantity, 
the method comprising 

a. storing individual print jobs, 

b. for each individual print job, storing an associated print quantity, 

c. retrieving an individual print job having an associated print quantity that is 
substantially equal to or a multiple of the print run quantity from the stored individual 
print jobs for incorporation into the aggregate print job layout, 

d. if the print quantity associated with the retrieved individual print job is 
substantially equal to the print run quantity, assigning the selected individual print job to 
one position in the aggregate print job layout, 

e. if the print quantity associated with the retrieved individual print job is 
substantially equal to a multiple of the print run quantity, assigning the selected 
individual print job to that multiple number of positions in the aggregate print job layout. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising repeating steps c-e until the layout 
filling process is completed. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the layout filling process is completed when all 
printing positions in the layout have been filled. 



4. The method of claim 2 wherein the layout filling process is completed when 
individual print job having an associated print quantity that is substantially equal to < 
multiple of the print run quantity is available at step c. 

5 . The method of claim 1 wherein the individual print jobs are received 
electronically. 
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6. The method of claim 5 wherein the individual print j obs are received over a 
computer network. 

7. In a system having a plurality of stored individual print jobs, each stored 
individual print job having an associated print quantity, as least some of the print 
quantities being different, a computer-implemented method for preparing an aggregate 
print job layout to be printed at a print run quantity, the method comprising 

searching the stored individual print jobs to identify individual print jobs having 
an associated print quantity that is substantially equal to the print run quantity, 

assigning at least some of the identified individual print jobs to positions in an 
aggregate print job layout, whereby the individual print jobs in the aggregate print job 
layout will be printed simultaneously when the aggregate print job is printed. 

8. In a system having a plurality of stored individual print jobs, each stored 
individual print job having an associated print quantity, at least some of the print 
quantities being different, a computer-implemented method for preparing an aggregate 
print job layout to be printed at a print run quantity, the method comprising 

selecting an individual print job having an associated print quantity that is either 
substantially equal to or a multiple of the print run quantity, 

if the print quantity associated with the selected individual print job is 
substantially equal to the print run quantity, assigning the selected individual print job to 
a single print position in the aggregate print layout, and 

if the print quantity associated with the selected individual print job is 
substantially equal to a multiple of the print run quantity, assigning the selected 
individual print job to that multiple number of print positions in the aggregate print 
layout, whereby the appropriate print quantity of each selected individual print job in the 
will be printed when the aggregate print layout is printed. 

9. In a system having a plurality of stored individual print jobs, each stored 
individual print job having an associated print quantity, some of the print quantities being 
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multiples of at least one of the print quantities, a computer-implemented method for 
preparing an aggregate print job layout, the method comprising 

a) identifying stored individual print j obs having an associated first print 
quantity, the first print quantity being a multiple N of a second print quantity, 

b) if the number of individual print jobs identified in step a) is at least 
substantially equal to the number of print locations in an aggregate print layout, assigning 
at least some of the individual print jobs identified in step a) to one position in the 
aggregate print layout, the aggregate print layout to be printed at a print run quantity 
substantially equal to the first print quantity, 

c) if the number of individual print jobs identified in step a) is not at least 
substantially equal to the number of print locations in the first aggregate print layout, 
assigning at least some of the individual print jobs identified in step a) to N positions in 
the aggregate print layout, the aggregate print layout to be printed at a print run quantity 
substantially equal to the second print quantity. 
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